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BY WALTER SCOTT. 


Now is Christ risen ‘the and become the first fruits of that 


NO. 1.) CARTHAGE, Oo. JANUARY 5, 1835. _ (VOL. IV. 


REFLECTION® ON THE SEASON. 


WE wish all our readers ‘a happy New Year ;? pray,. that their 
happiness may be derived from the best source, obedience to God our 
Father through Jesus our Lord. The old year, with all its goods and 


_ alls, is now numbered with those beyoud the flood, and regret is unavailing: but — 
_we may look back upon it for the improvement of the future;—we may look 


back upon it and note the macula or spots with which its opened pages have — 
unhappily been stained, and by the experience which it supplies, labor’ to 
preserve ussullied the carte blanche which the present year, snotiess and 
pure, now puts into our hands. She comes, robed in vestments of snowy white, 
to make the presentation, she comes with her whole round of months, her weeks 
and days, and minutes and moments, to-assure us by the strongest argu- 
ments, time and opportunity, that Heaven desires our reformation; desires we 
should make the past subservient to present and future improvement; desires 
we should employ, for the elevation of our actions, our thoughts,. our words, 
our plans of life, and schemes of friendship, the rich gift of time whieh is so . 
generously bestowed upon us; desires we should return it to God unsullied, 
or adorned only with the ozaaments of virtue, usefulness, friendship, ot the 


of God, | + 
ime is man’s real estate; but as itis obtained for nothing, so it to0 fre , 


quently valued at nothing; and we oft play the inin 
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_getable skeletons; ugty trees stretciting forth on all siies their denuded 
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* who comes to his inheritance before he kifows how to use it, and spends his for- 


; tune before he is aware of the iobc and usefl purposes to which it might been 


apnlied. 

It is not even enough for us to say, we have lostpething—that we are 
at least no Worsesthan we were last year; this with puncton 
and remorse : for then we should oul y t th ¢ part of the man who had receiv ed 


‘one talent;’ but instead of laying themott for improvement, hid them 
napkin, and retummed them without increase to the master. The fate of this man, 

however, shows us is arhing will -baaccepted as an qpolc By for suflenig our 
time and opportunities to pass away 
BALIGION, And the matenal unis ERSE are illustrious and divine 
ems, each of whic 


at once Splendid and impressive; these it is both ous privilege to coutemplate 


is 
a 


aud toimprave, From the eminence which we at this season Ocewpy we 


permitted 10 | belie Ti} © most al a 


‘ 
observed too unwertiy-to Se recounted: not a diuraal revolution of 


night to inom,——ol mora fo ces y fc Creat Gunivetsary of tire 


dying yearyg im which aii. maiaing, yes, the is duterested and 
‘made to play a part, 

By a long series of fas reacned the 


sive force, on all 
seems fee! On the occitsion of | 
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atroas phere, m which 


a few months aeo Were pater? sven t Lee, pow 


and piercing, and its sen nie its Mins pre 


brooks im vain have stru: hoerty arainst the ren bard of W inter 
anid are bound ia feticrs of the us, 
‘seems to be towards ber awd and tore to ts and 
barren breast. ‘Tine hivsterie ronr theoeey the attoted Wools, the 
ming hard under ovr for te cars thet we ne ter return. 

| The vegeiabic kingdom, aise, acknowletces by woful that the 
gravitating hand of the ovis is 6 Are the herdace has 
appeared from till, date ane bora? wilt bes wholettrain cf ying 
splendid colorations aud eracefa) inctifus, of the parierre anni the 
orchard, field and forest, have vanished ; und the fang and cones, aod pyramidal 
ornaments of the avenve and family pages | pave become rows of mere ve- 


Ifsuch be the chilling infuence of the season, on the vegeta bie kingdom, and 


on material nature, te animal world may not escaje. If “dead the vegetable 
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kingdom lies, dumb is the tuneful,” the warbling, feathered songsters of the 
groves <td bowers are chilled to obmutesccuce and gloom. 


The wanderers of heaven, 
Enth to tie home, retire; save those that love 


To take thelr pastime in the ed air, 
Or skimming, fatter roundthe dimp'y pool, 
The c&tle, from th’ uutasted fields, return, 
And ask, with meaning low, their wonted stalls, 
Or ruminate in the contiguous ehade.” 


~All these things operte to give a colour of’ sobriety to the thoughts and 
reflections of man: the shuttened ani claireobscure day, the whirling tem- 
pest of wind and rain; the deepening snow-storm, the hoary morn, or chilling 
ere, the discoloured fields aud hills,“ the shatiered forest and the ravaged 
vale, the absence of the fowery omaments of summer, the denuded trees, and 
their thick masses of leaves that strew the woods and roads, with the mourn- 
fal chirpir ¢ of the birds, the cattle shrivelled at the rack, and the eary sound of 
the winnowiag mill, all operate vpon our senses and affect our hearts. 


The cout of man dies in him, loathing lif, 
Aad black with more than melancholy views— 


He secks bis own family, his own fire-side,and yields himself involuntarily to 


the sentiment of happiness, or misery, as he tastes the pleasure of home or feels 
the chilling influence of the stormy world without. 


Superior to these sombre and peasive phendmena, let us rise our thoughts _ 


ts look backward on the past and forward to the future. 


“The change of the year is peculiarly a season for sei-examination. Let us 
examine ourselve®, therefore, our plans of life, our schemes of friendship. 
Tet us examine the varions relations which we sustainto God and to the church 
of God, to man and to those of man particularly who are of our own flesh and 
blood. Evil. is cratulteus. matter wunecessary and unbecoming. Have we 
offended God, or reeleeted the ehurch of God? Let us reform and become 
fetter and lovelier as we crow older. Plave we offended man? Let us re- 
view our conduct during the year dvat is past, and entering upon the unpoluted 
New Year, let'as teanecribe into jt whatever of ¢ittue we possess, and leave be- 
‘hind us in the past all that is noxious or deformed, Ro ehal] age and ex- 
perience become honourable to as, and we shall be to Jesus our Lord as 


‘bracelets upon his wrists, like the diadem Histrows, as the purple upon the 
ings shoulders, honourable vessels, vessels of gold and silver, by whom he'will 
“pour forth floods wron the dry ground. Men will return toGod under the sacred 


on high, autl from the commanding vantage-ground which the season affords let ¢ 


* 


influence holy behaviour; they will lear richteousness; and God will-be 


glorified, by the beauty, variety, and riciness of Our fiuitin Jesus Christ, Ter 


ws live the life: of aud, last end be like his. EDITOR 
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LETTER FROM BROTHER STRONG. | 


SranrorD, Liacoln Co., Ky. 
BELovED Scorr, 


~ midst of your brethren. Peace be to you from the good Lord Jesus dur Saviour. 
Beloved, I am persuaded the time to resume your “Sacred Colloquy,” is fully come, 

It isa fact, of which I presume, you are sufficiently aware, that the major part of your 
readers will al ways be more profited by a second. and third perusal of your paper, than 
the first; moreover there are constantly many accessions made to your subscription 
ist of whom many from divers causes, have it Wot in their power to possess them- 
| selves of the volume in which the original Colloquy is found. I would, therefore, that 
| a another sacred conversation be commenced, in which for the benefit of such persons 
hi and in fact for the benefit of us all, the “ First Principles” of the gospel be thoroughly 

‘3 handled. Observe, I do not dictate but advise. 

a | Brother Scott, I presume it was a mistake of the printer, in substitutiug the word 
‘4 _ “vegetable” for “ vegetative,” in my last communication, printed Oct. If the manu. . 
script read as he has set it up, my pen and not my head was at fault. 

Beloved, let us be ieitatore of the Holy and the Just: 


For if we walk the heavenly way 
Our blessed Saviour trod, 
We soon shall join the blissful lay 
In presence of our God. 
Srasrorp, Ky. WM. H. STRONG, 
ge ANSWER TO THE PRECEDING. 
conformity ‘with the wishes of the beloved brother whose 
| name is subjoined to the above note, we shall endeavour in the 


| present volume, as oft as time and opportunity admit, to supply 
t _ Some additional thoughts and observations on the gospel of Christ, 
i” as administered in the present reforthation, whether they may 
i have been suggested to us by our own inquiries, or put into our 
i possession by the conversation and discoveries of the brethren. 
_ It was sufhziently evident fo such as were competent judges in 
i _ the case, that the moment the first principles of the gospel were 
| arranged in that order which is strictly apostolical, and in 


| which they are now apprehended by the brethren, the great work 
| _ was completed. Confusion was at anend. The Scriptures relative 
‘7 to these - principles were presently better understood; and the 


 diseiples furnished with an capable at once to detect the 


May these few tines reach you, and find you bappy in the 


fallacies of other gospels, and to convert the world toour Re- 


- __ deemer ; nevertheless the facts, principles, and privileges involved 

j in the arrangement, form as we have all.seen the basis of some 
At admirable lessons in the noblest of all the sciences, the science of 
dt eternal life. We shall resume thé Sacred —— ' 
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SACRED COLLOQUY. 


NWO. 


ON THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 


‘JULIUS NEREUS. 


Ner——.. I regret exceedingly to make the observation that you Christians 
‘have divorced from the study of religion, that of the sciences; but, my dear 
Julius, it isa fact; itis an undeniable fact, that you have almost to a man, re- 
nounced the study of Nature. 

Jul——. Pardon me, my dear Nereus, if I retort; pardon me, if in your own 
style I say, I regret exceedingly to make the observation, that your philoso- 
phers have divorced from the study of the sciences that of religion; but it isa 
fact; my dear Nereus, it isan undeniable fact, that you have almost to a man 
renounced the study of religion. 

Ner——. I admit the allegation, my dear Julius, your retort is no > less true 
than my own observation; though I protest it is not so with myself. The fact 
on which your gospel is founded fills me with astonishment; I acknowledge 
that in the particular proposition that “ Jesus Christ is the Son of God,” thems, 


isa wonderful sublimity, and I avow thata just and comprehensive exposition, 


of it would be highly gratifying to my best desires, 

Jul—. The fairest forms of human nature,my Nereus, are those in whom the 
study of Nature has been conjoined to thatof Religion. Need I name to you 
Bacon, ard Newton, and Boyle, and Locke. Those are the fathers of philo- 
sophy, and the great interpreters of Nature; yet were they not less eminent for 
their study and knowledge and love of the Christian Religion. They were 
true believers in Jesus Christ; and greatly resigned themselve to his guidance 
as the author of eternal life. These men were models of human nature, orna- 
ments alike to society, science, and religion. 

-Ner——. You, my dear Julius, are aware of my difficulties; I have not here- 
tofore been able to discover the boasted analogy which subsists between Nature 
and Revelation. It may be the result of a mal-organization, or of limited en- 
quiry, or of some other cause; but I am sure that the head, not the heart, is at 
fault when I fail to discover that he who framed.the Universe framed also the 
Christian Religion. yet only wien he works of te 
_ party that I feel myself strong in unbelief. 

Jul——. Pope, who was born a Roman Catholic, said of himself, that he 
was not prejudiced, but read both sides, and added, that he was Protestant, or 
Papist, with the author whose works he last read. Nor did this —_ 
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poet seem to apprehend where it was his own weakness lay. He might indeed 
; a have supposed that this instability was owing to the sublimity or force of the 
 . _ arguments employed by the wily polemics whose works he read; butin this he 


! certainly would have been deceived; as the primary cause of his inability to 
: decide upon the merits of the Protestant question must have been his unbecom- 
a ing but evident ignoratice of Christianity as it came from the hands of its Author — 
4 | and his Apostles. There was notin his mind a sufficient stock of Christian 
| knowledge to enable him to form a decided judgment on the merits of the = 


Lutheran Reformation, He was in fact comparatively ignorant of Scripture. 
Ner——. My Julius, I perceive the point of resemblance ; and I am ashamed 
I should be so unlike the great Poet you have just named, in every thing, save 
hisignorance of the bible. I confess my mind is not furnished with a sufficient 
fund of materials for deciding either on the authority of Christianity, or on its 
analogy to Nature. I have not studied the Scriptures either in a ‘proper man- 
' ner or for proper purposes. 
i Jul . As for the divine authority of Christianity, that rests, if not exclu- 
i sively, at least to a very great degree, upon the evidence by which jt is accom- 
i panied. But of its analogy to Nature we can form an infallible judgment so 
| soon as the two systems are understood and compared; for it is impossible to 
i judge of the difference and resemblance of things but by comparison, and com- 
| i] parison presupposes an antecedent knowledge of the things compared. Now the 
| system of Nature and that of Christianity being understood and compared, I shy, 
| that so far as the humble ju@gment of your unworthy Colloquator is admissible 
| : there is in a multitude of instances the most striking and startling analogy be- 
1 tween them. Yes, the science of eternal life, my Nereus, is analogous to all 
| other sciences in all essential pomts. | 
ht ~~ Forinstance, in the natural_sciences, the object of which through all theirde- 
| partments is to answer, as Sir James M*Iutosh elegantly observes, this question, 
quid est? =what is? do not phliosophers feel a singular, and perhaps a jus- 
tifiable pride, in being able to refer the diverse, sometimes endlessly varied and 
7 complex, and always innumerable phenomena, to the silent and secret, but -cer- 
| | tain and triumphant operations of a few simple agencies which they are pleased 
it to call first priaciples? Now I aver that Christianity also has its first 
: principles, and like a!l other sciences sensible, symbolical, or rational, optics, 
i mechanics, grammar, mathemat cs, or poetry, is to be interpreted with a sacred 
reference to these first principles. 

I maintain that the principles of ‘ faith’, and * nore,’ are intended to 
operate with as much stength and extent of effect in the kingdom of the Mes- 
siah, as the vital forces in the animal and vegetable kingdoms, or gravitation 
in all the natural kingdoms, and it is to the operation of these first principles on 

7 . | the heart and in the life of man, thatall pardon, judgment, righteousness, reward 
a and virtue, are to be reterred. * Without faith? 
Pi as Paul has said, ‘ it is impossible to please God.’ Who can suppose that 
: | any one will do as he is bid if he believes not whathe istold? But by ‘faith? 
we may remove ‘mountains’, ‘All things,’ says Jesus, ‘are possible (to be 
: zeceived as favours from God) to him that.believeth”. And he who is des- 
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‘tite te of this principle is destitate of the first principle of all religion and of 
‘Christianity in particular, the leading element of which is to believe with the 
heart, that’s its Author. ‘ Jesus Curist 1s THe Son or Gop.’ il 

But your time is up, and I shall be deemed too ardent. 

Ner——. Julius, my dear Julius, pardon me; but you are not sufficiently 
ardent; believe me, could-my faith assent to what your heart admires, 
could [ believe the transcendent proposition of Christianity, that Jesus, 

its author, is the Son of God I would blaze the tidings to the poles. I 
would roar it around the distant Sea-coasts with the voice of the Ocean. I 
would cal! aloud in the midst of the benighted Nations. I would descend into 
‘the Islands of the Sea. I would lose my ‘Life’ here to preserve it hereafter, 


and suffer poverty, 4nd shame, and misery, in their most mortal forms, but 
1 would make his name revered. 


You Christians are supremely at fault. 
Jui——. Weare atfault. Farewell. 
Ner——. Farewell awhile. 


THE LAST ILLNESS OF MR. WILLIAM WIRT. 


WRITTEN BY UIS THIRD (UNMARRIED) pAavcHTeR, Catuarine C. Wirt, 
To wer aunt Mas. Exviza Crayton. 


W asuinctox, Saturday Morning, February 22d, 1834. “7 


Mr Dean Acxt :—This is the first time my pen has ever traced this endear- 


mg appellation in reference to yourself; but, believe me, it is not the first time, 

‘by very many, that my beart has felt drawn towards you, with the yearnings 
which it would naturally fee] towards the only surviving relative of my sainted 
father; and now, there is a sacredness in this feeling,which no other tie can give, 
and which will be enshrined in my heart until it shall cease to beat. , 
Your dear sou, Judge C., who bas indeed been to us the kindest of friends in 
this season of our deep affliction, interested us all very much, some few weeks 
ago, in an evening visit to my father, by narrating with how much care you 
ueasured Up every thing relating to your much loved brother, particularly every 
thing which threw light on his religious views and sentiments—and it is in the 
hope of affording you gratification and comfort under this irreparable loss, that 
I sit down to give you as minute and detailed an account of the last illness and 


death of our dear departed one, as the pans confused and collapsed state of 
_ my mind will permit. 


~~ Tcannot, dare not, dwell on ‘the loss which his famil; y ‘has sustained in thelr 
‘Head, Husband, Father, and Household Priest; for when my thoughts revert 


to this aspect of the case, I feel as if my heart would break; I press my hand 
upon ft to still its sebellious 
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eth all our help; and indeed, my dear aunt, this help has been extended to us 
almost miracelously ; for had I been told two short weeks ago, that he who was 
the dearest and most absorbing object of our earthly affections, was so soon, so 
very soon to be taken from us, methinks the sudden shock would havemade us 
quit our hold of our Almighty Refuge, and driven us into wailing and despair. 


And yet, when the fiat came, and we knew it to be inevitable and irrevocable, 


‘God held us up, and dried our tears, and hushed our lamentations, and enabled — 
us to stand around the dying bed, to speak and to receive words of consolation. 
He whom we loved, aud whom the Lord loved, (precious thought) was a pic- 


~.ture-of-renovated health on the morning of Sunday the 9th inst—so much so, 


that dear mother, at the breakfast table, said to him playfully—* You are look-— 
ing so much more like yourself, my dear husband, than I have seen you for 
years, that I really think you ought to have your picture taken.’ On the pre- 


_ vious evening, Saturday, he bad been preparing himself for an argument on the 


following Monday, for a very important case, and had been in the Capitol libra- 
ry examining authorities, in addition to those in his own office; and altogether 
expressed himself better satisfied, with his preparations, than he nad been for a 


- . Jong while; for in this, asin every thing else, his humility made him under- 


value himself, so as to distress us. 

Directly after breakfast, Sabbath morning, 9th instant, we assembled as usual, 
im his chamber at family prayers; and never did I hear a more solemn and fer- 
veo: outpouring of the soul at the footstool of the Mercy-Seat. He prayed ‘ for 
the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom with a holy earnestness; for his chil- 


ee present and absent; for his enemies, if he had any; and for all his friends 
everywhere; especially those who had net yet been brought to know, and love, 


and serve the Saviour; and finally, he prayed that bis own soul and that o 
those so dear to him, might be sprinkled afresh with pardoning blood, and that 
the ascended Saviour would, through the influence of his Holy Spirit, keep him 
and all of us, in His fear, and enable us to walk in his commandments through 
life; sustain and cheer us in the hour of death, and at last receive us to himself, 
a reunited family, to worship around his throne, to the glory of hap the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.’ 

His heart being thus attuned to worship God in his public ordinances he walk- 
ed with my sister Ellen, A. Randa}, of Anapolis, (the brother of my brother-in- 
law, Judge Randal, of Florida,) and myself, to the Capitol, to hear the Chap- 
lain, Mr. S————-, preach. It was not actually raining, but so exceedingly 
damp that some persons had their ymbrellas up to turn the diizzling moisture. 


Atte to-this walk that the cold, which terminated in his death, is attributed. 
~ Yet we had sometimes walked in as bad and even worse weather before, with- 


out serious injury ; and the physicians had urged upon dear mother, the absolute. 
necessity of his taking exercise in all weather, except fast-falling ; especially 
after breakfasting upon meats, instead of his usual diet of rice and milk, which 
was the case that ng. » Therefore, although it was damp, yet as thé exer- 
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I came up with my bonnet on, to go to churchiagain, and kissed him. He ora 
* Tell your mother, my dear, that 1 feel very chilly, as if I were goingto have 
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eise seemed to be advisable, and he was anxious to go to church, (the very in- 
clement weather having prevented his*doing so the three previous Sundays that 


we had been here) it was decided that he might venture. And, though: bitter 
. pangs of gelf-reproach, for having been accessary to his fatal cold, gave my be- 
__loved mother one of the most violent and agonizing nervous paroxysms Lever 

' Witnessed, yet she ad all of us have, I trust, been brought to feel, that this 
could not have happened, without the speciakdesign and interposition ef God, 


who accomplishes the most mighty ends, by the instrumentality of means appa- 
rently totally inadequate to their fulfilment. - 
Mr. S——-———’s text that morning.was Ist Cor. Ist chapter 232, 24th verses : 


© Wepretich Christ crucified, unto thé Jews a stumbling block, and unto the 


Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called both Jews and Greeks,Christ 
the power of God, and the wisdoth of God.* And he did mdeed prove, most 
convincingly, that it was the wisdom of God, in falling upon the only plan which 


‘could, at the same time, satisfy, and be concordant with, his equal attributes of 


justice and mercy. And the power of God in accomplishing, by the instrumen- 
tality of One who was ‘despised and rejected of men,’ and of his few obscure 
and illiterate followers, the salvation’ of a world. A work which no earthly 
monarch, however universal his empire, could ever accomplish. “The subject 
#as a sublime one, and it was treated with a force of argument, and’a pathos of 


— eloquence, which I have rarely if ever heard equalled. My dear Father sat 


immediately behind my chair, so as occasionally to rest himself upon it, and I 
heard him more than once sob, in a sort of convulsed sollo voce, as was his habit 
when deeply affected: he ejaculated several times, too, his approbation and ad- ¥ 


__miration of*parts of the discourse ; and on-risings when the service was closed, 


said to the gentleman next to him, * A most capital preacher, sir,—One of 
Nature's orators, he is agrear favorite of mine; and goes straighsto my heart.’ 
He stopped and shook hands with Mr, S——-—— as we came out, making some 


ind enquiries about his health, which were reciprocated. He and Ellen walk- 


ed fast and got home before me; and I found when I went to his chamber, that 
he had taken off his coat, and put'on his wrapper, not feeling well, By Mr. 
Randal’s desire, however, he came down to the parlour and shook hands-with 
him, as he was to leave town the next day; and said, ‘God bless you, sir— 
farewell!’ This was the last time he ever lefthis room. 
On rewrning from church, he asked mother ‘if be had cut Mis ear in shav- 
ing, as it felt painful.’ Mother examined it and found no such mark, but a ~ 
hard knot in the glands of the throat, just below the right ear, a swelling, as she 
presumed, from cold—and advised him to lie down and cover himself up warm, 


hoping that he would be relieved by perspigation. ‘This was between twoand 


three o’clock, and we then went down to dimmer. \A- little before three o’clock — 


ague.’ She immediately 


hot bricks to his feet, and additional cover- 
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ing, and sent for Dr. H————._ When I came home he had a fever, but talk- 
ed cheerfully when I gave him a description of Mr. S—————’s evening dis- 
course, . After remaining silent a few moments, he said---'Wife, it will not do 
forme to expose myself ip church as I deo; I am a mere baby in the command of. 
wy Sensibilities and nerves; I caw scarcely refrain sometimes from tears, and 
indeed, have frequentiy been obliged torelieve mysel’ b¥ giving way to them, 


find, ashe spoke, tre same fecking seemed to overcome him, said, what 


think frue, that cbristian ought to be ashamed of intense feeling, at the re- 
view of his own unwprthiness, aud-of the vivid emotion of gratitude and love 
—to-the Saviour which caused tears” 
‘But it is so unmanly, and people afound marke of it.” 
His fever continued to be bigher and hotter, aad seemed to be aggravated 
ratber than relieved by the warm applications which were preecribed in the hope 
of forcing a perspiration---steaming his face, @ud bathing his fect in hot water, 
and, as a genuine vapor-bath could not be procured, laying hot bricks all 
along on both sides of him in his bed, from his feet upwards. His fever raged all 
might with an imtensity Which, mother says, she has never known him, certaine 
ly for fifieen years, if ever. Next day, the whole right side of his face was 
much swollen. 
* On Tharsday night [ sat up with him; he rose twice in the night, with te 
assistance of dear mother and a servant, thinkin 


zg it would make him feel more 
comfartable to change hus posture a lite while, and have his bed made; in do- 


ing so. he expressed his surprise at his extreme weakuess, which wag greater, he 


* said, afier those few cay? illness, than afier his long and «exhausting attack at the 


springs last summer,— ‘The Inst tune be pose, as Wes sat ihe casy he ask- 
ed if she w ould the bible to him She did $2 and as the 
this, she omitted at] thase passaces which relate mere. 


enemies, and read ail the rest, which, yoy Know, Was 
o himself; he seemed to feel m deeply and after she had 


~ 


Ginished geading, she saw his lips Moving in prayer. 

“This was the Erst time he was able to listen to this precious volume, or to nse 
from his bed. Towards morning he became slightly delicious, and i: was deem- 
young physician 


ed advisable to call m another phrsician, and Ds. 
here, who has great reputation for skill aud taleatiu his profession, was sent for. 
Father, hims@f, said at first, * it was not worth whilé to consult another physi- 


* cian’, but at lastconsented. ‘That morning, Fiday morning, he called mother 


to his bed side, and, ia the presence of my sister Lilen, gave certain directions, 
‘in case of hig sudden death.’ He then seemed to speak with sume difficulties 
and i in the course of that day, and through the next day, taiked-wiidly at in- 
.—His minut seemed-chicfly to dwell on his Jaw_cases. would call on 

_ us by name, ari then begin, *s if he were addressing the J udges of the Supreme 
Court, carrying on a cowtinudus argument for several sentences together. 

aod Dr. @onsulted together, at 9 o’clocky 
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Monday moming, and decided to- blister hin around his right.eat, which they 


didy afterwards ou both wrists and both limbs, from the ancles 


finally, hie-head was shaved aud blistered. Forty leeches also’ were applied, 


severa) thnesy to the leit aud behind the leh eas; yet these and all other 
remedies, were qf van. 13 

On Sunday and lay he hay j iva kind of lathargy, from which it was difie 
cult to arouse him to sirallow nis mecaicine PY ES, LOD, Were 
closed tne inflamation, and the rghieye covered with a bhsier: but we 


continued bathing the with warn oudssater in Lopes that itmight 


possibly open, 
When asked if he would swallow any thing, ve always answered, * Y es, PH 
uy,’ toough that he atiowed, rcs the tKe 


of however, never lost its acuteness Mov day evening. Dr. 
thy: have done so, spoke to a loud tone of voxe, 


GL Our Voices @astiiv, too en das eyes Were 

Le gure d iia, 
- 
Any nore, eave ol his GWU res Was ilisuDp 
DOMBINY 


But, ns uto thaw the power ol Sine WAS abandoning herself to 
“viel, the eve tant had been asl over hint, 
and fixed itself me with a kind! iw tellicouce hae ner seen 
you trust in God?’ (raising my to heaven tunke inare 
dew into the Hext Poa to to 
and she calmned’herself avd wil mers the béd-side—- 
he looked at her, and said, “Wife eis you!’ feared this 
would overpower her, bar uphel her, and she \ 
iny belove:!, you are going before ines thd yeu will see Gtr dean ng tle fiheaven 
sooner thin shall, ‘There ase five of our children heaven Wailing to 
see you, and you leave fige more under ny carts=il will be © Hg fora little while, 


and we too, shall cone jin Fear us, Who are telt Belsind 
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God will take care of your widowed wife and fatherless children.’ ‘Phere- 
was-a struggle in his frame and heart, but he sought strength where he’niever 
failed to find it, and it was given him. His eye next lighted on me---I kissed 

im, and asked, “ My beloved father, is your soul at peace now, stayed on 
Jesus?” “Do you now feel'the truth of the promise, * Whee thou walkest 
through the valley of the shadow of death, fear not, God will be with Thee, His 
rod and his staff they shall comfort Thee! “Yes, oh yes!” raising his eyes to 
Heaven, with a mingled expression of faith, gratitude, and submission. His eye 
then fell on Rosa.---She kissed his hand, and said, ** God bless you, my beloved 
father.”? ‘Then on Ellen and she did the same. He looked alternately once 
more On each of us as wg stood around his bed, then raised his hands and eyes to 
Heaven, as if invoking a farewell blessing. 

During this solemn and affecting scene, all had left the room, except his own 
immediate family. Agthis crisis, however, ouc former Pastos, when he lived 
here, Mr. P—————-, a meek and holy man, to whom father always bow a 


. strong attachment, and for whom I had dispatched a hwrried messenger at the 


first sign of returning intelligence, arriv ed; and with him there entered several of 
father’s friends, old and young, to the number of fifteen, including the family. 

Mr. P——— took his hand, and asked him, “ if he was resigned to die now, 
if it pleased God to take him!’ He umhesitating!y said, ‘Yes.’ ‘Then, said mo- 
ther, we resign you, my helored, into the hands of God. He will take care of 
us in your absence, and not suffer us to want; and at last will re-unite us al 

—all; I trust, in Heaven.’ He struggled hard to speak, but the utterance was 
denied. Mr. P then asked him several other questions, as to ** the com- 
posed and happy state of his soul,---his views of the pian of redemption through 
the Saviour,---his faith in the atoning merits of Jesus for the pardon of all his 
sins, and for his salvation!’ To all of which he replied in the affirmative. Mr. 
P then asked him, ** if it wou'd be agreeable to bim that we should unite 
in offering a prayer for him?’ He replied, with great vivacity, “ Yes,’ and 
nodded his head affirmatively, three successive times; thereby signifying the 


- great pleasure the proposition afforded him. 


We all instantly knelt down, as with one impulse, while the solemn appeal 
Throne of Grace. It was a spectacle so sublime that the An- 
emplate it with delight and awe. My father’s eyes were raised 
- prayed, thar “ if it was 
consist@n@ with the intentions of the Almighty, his sick and suffering servant 
inight Beemmised from that bed of languishing, to the enjoyment of health, to bea 
further blessing to his family and friends, and ah bonour to his country, and to 
God on earth.” Immediately the eye was withdrawn from its imploring 
gaze upwatds,’ashudder passed over his fraine, and he shook his head nega- 
tively, and, qe G insigts, audibly said, * No!” But when Mr. 
P With a prayer, that “if God should take him now, be might 
be received into the mansions of glory, to dwell forever and ever at the right 
of his God and Saviour, and that his family might Phe sustained and com- 
Once more, and for the 
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last time, to Heaven, and thenceforth motionless and at rest. Mr. P 
pressed his hand in taking leave, saying, he “would. not fatigue him further 

then, as the result of that interview was perfectly satisfactory to him; but he 
would see him again.” 

It did seem as if God, at that very moment, unclosed his eyes, once more, to 
look for the Jast time on earth, upon his assembled family; to witness their re- 
signation and to cheer them by his own; and that the pressure upon the brain 
was, during this blest half hour, removed for the same benevolent purpose. The 
expression of his eyes was not dim and wandering; but clear, firm, intelligent, 
beaming, heavenly. The voice, too, distinct and’full of feeling, and the mation 
of the head and of the hand, as it was raised with an effort from the bed, and 
then dropped, not lifelessly, but reverentially, spoke in a manner not to be mis- 
taken by those who witnessed it. * Thy will, Oh God, thy holy will be done— 
Lord Jesus, into thy hands, I commend my spirit.’ 

Throughout this lingefing and painful sickness, un@omfortable as he must 
have felt from the pressure of the disease, and the severe remedies, (for all the 
blisters drew) he never uttered a repining word. Once, when his feet were im- 
mersed in hot poultices, he said, ‘ Is not this enough to drive a man mad, to be 
between two fires, one at his head and the other at his feet?’ Yet, when I ask- 
ed him not long afterwards, how he felt, he simply said, * Not well.’ 

Such child-like submission I never witnessed, and such unmurmuring patience. 

“On Monday morning, 17th, Dr. , after some efforts, succeeded in making 
him understand, that he wished him to take another dose of medicine. His re- 
ply was, ‘I amachild, you may do as you please with me.’ But the last 
time they teased him to swallow some nourishment, he gently and almost inau- 
dibly whispered, ‘Let me be.’ My mother says the has often heard him express 
the opinion, that ‘ dying persons ought not to be disturbed in their last moments, 
by the importunities of their friends to call them back to life; for that most pro- 
bably the souls of such persons were then absorbed in the contemplations of 
eternity, and holding communion with the inhabitants of heaven.’ We know 
not but his hali emancipated soul was at that moment thus engaged, and it 
seemed almost cruel to waken his wrapped soul to consciousness. 

When with the restlessness of pain he would throw the cover from his hands, 
and make an effort to reach far back with them, perhaps to indicate by this mute 
gesture the seat of pain, and dear mother would say, ‘ for wife’s sake, my be- 

loved, try to keep your hands warm,’ he would patiently resign themto be co- 

vered; sometimes saying, ‘Well, if it must be so’—but most generally in 
After the farewell interview with us, and with Mr. P » which T have so 

, minutely described, and which took place on Monday, the 17th, he did not again 

: unclose his eyes or speak. Once afterwards, that night, as I sat by him holding 

his hand, and moistening his mouth with wine and water, and watching him 

t very regulasly, but gradually diminishing breathing, he whispered, * The door 

t is open.” I thought he might feel oppressed, though there were not, at the time, 

- more than two other persons besides myself in the room, which was large, airy, 

.e and cool, and threw open the door to admit the air, But I think it highly pro-— 


2 


* 
‘ 


The Evangelist. 


z 


fi bable, that at that time, he hadaglympse of the Heaven on which he was 


= Where Moses mel, 

viewed the landscape o’er; 

Bi Nor Jordan’s stream, nor death’s cold flood 
Could fright bim fom te shore. 


| | night we watched, and yet, although 
' his hands were cold and clammy, and his pulse almost, and sometimes quite im- 
i | perceptible ; yet the hot bricks seemed to keep his feet warm to the last, and his 
breathing was as tranquil as a sleeping child. 

| 


: It was not until eleven o’clock, on Tuesday morning, the 18th instant, nai 
the last breath was drawn. We all stood around him, and I held his left hand 
ii between both of my own. So faint and so interrupted was his breathing for the 
oj} last five minutes, that it was difficult to know when it did actually cease. Once 


I held my breath, thinking it wasall over; but after a short interval there came 
one more feeble flickering respiration; and, then —— 

—_——— there was rest until the resurrection mom. At that instant the sun, 
which had been all the moming veiled in clouds, burst into the room with full 
meridian splendor; and the same little bird which had been, since the thrilling 


oe music day, hanging silent and unobserved in his cage, struck up a requium note, 
{ so sudden apd so sweet, that it might well nigh be mistaken for the rustling of © 
| a an angel’s wing. 
a |. My poor dear mother threw herself into our arms, and exclaimed, ‘ The sea! 
he of happiness to him but of misery to us.’ r 


Sunpar Mornina, 23d February. 
In my father’s little memorandum book are copied those two verses; the first 


i is in his own hand-writing, and the last in that of dear Eilen’s, who wrote it at 
F his request, last summer, at the White Sulphur Springs of Virgmia, where he 
i was lying sick on his bed. : 
Firat verse. 
* Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 


1s * Follow peace with all men, and holiness: 
a ay Without which no man shall see the Lord.’ 


His pocket-book also, contains, instead of bank notes, many little pieces of 
paper, on which he had at different periods written, extracts from the sacred vo- 
lume of precept and promise, which he always wore, near his bosom as his trea- 
sure. And it was to him, and ever shall be, ‘a treasure laid up for heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
aad steal,’ and this treasure may no man take from him. ~ 

Ii was one of his Sabbath delights to put down on paper, the pious emotions 


j 
5 
id 
| | 
+ 
| 


* 


The Evangelist. 15 


of his soul ; and these effusions do not fall very far short of those of his prototype, 
the sweet Psalmest of Israel. ‘These, and all his other writings, as well as those 
which have been published, as his letters of advice to his family and friends, his — 
descriptive letters, written at Niagara, Boston; the mountains of Virginia, &ec. 

which are beautifully graphic and pictoral; his Essays, &c. &c. it is the purpose 
of my dear mother to collect together in some enduring form, which may, per- 

haps, by an extensive circulation, contribute to the benefit of present and future 

generations, and thus, even after death, redound to the glory of God, oe 

while on earth it was his chief delight to honor and serve. | 


And now, my dear aunt, shall we mourn for this loved one, as those who have ee 


no hope? Shall we not rather rejoice that a spirit so lofty, and so pure and 
holy, that the breath of dishonor would have wounded mortally; to whom the 
toils and cares of struggling for a subsistence for those who were dependant on 
his daily exertions, were onerous, because they distracted his thoughts frem 
heaven; the measure of whose earthly fame is full, and whose tender affections 
had been wrung by the death of his beloved children, and uprooted from this 
earth. . Shall we not rejoice that al] sorrow and suffering for him shall be at an 
end, all tears for ever wiped from his eyes, and his delighted spirit unfettered 
from this earthborn coil, is reveling in the beatitude of Heaven? Bathing in the 
pure stream which flows around the throne of the Lamb: and that the mighty 
intellect whose grasp imperfect human science could never satisfy, is now rang- 
ing among worlds and adamantine spheres, communing with the sages of cleat 
days, and with the Patriarchs, Apostles, and Fathers of the Church. 

There is a moral sublimity in his life, in his death, and in the assurance of 
where now his spirit is, that I pray God may sink deeply into the bearts of all he | 


~ “has left behind , and may we also be ready to join him when the summons shall 4 


come Us, 


SuNDAY AFTERNOON, 


We: are in the midst of the eonfostien of preparing 6 leave this city; the scene 
once of so much happiness, lately of so much anguish. It will now ever bea 
consecrated spot to us, for here rests the mortal remains of him who was our 
earthly idol. The remains of my sister Agnes are to be brought from the vault 
in Baltimore, and placed by his side. 

No doubt but Judge C—— has sent you all those papers containing accounts 
of the last honors paid him who was worthy of all honor. ‘ 

This event has exhibited perhaps more strikingly than any thing else could, 
the deep and universal attachment which he had excited. Young and old, rich 
and poor, learned and illiterate, nobie and humble, all—all crowded the house 
with kind and anxious inquiries until the last answer was given, which seemed 
to clothe the whole city and country in mourning. Unobtrusive as was his piety, 
it was yet so consistent and so mingled with all the affairs of life, that it could 
not but be manifest to all associated with him. A little anecdote illustrating 
this, Occurs to me at this moment, which I will repeat. When we first arrived 
here, 11th January, and took up our lodging, we were prevented by an accident 
from having our private table, as bad been stipulated, and we took our meals 
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"Phe features are exact even to the last of his life, and it only wants the scintil- _ 
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“with with whom we very genteel one, by. the by;-++---- 
they are not in the habit of saying grace, which father bore several days without 
comment; but after the second day, he consulted us what was to be done about 
it, and though there was a considerable. struggle in his mind lest he should 
appear officious or over scrupulous, he at length came to ep preeamne tee it 
was his duty to bear this cross. 


On entering the breakfast room next morning, hé greeted the family with his 


usual winning smile, and they stood respectfully for him to be first seated; he 
~ then spoke, and said, “ Before we sit down, I wish to ask you, master and mis- 
tress of this house, if you have.any objections to my saying grace at our meals? © 


It has always been my habit in my own family, and I feel as if I could not 
enjoy my meals without it.” Of course they gratefully acceded to it: such an 
example from one entitled to so much respect, I hope they will imitate. I see 


him now vividly before me, as hit manly and majestic form bent lowly over the 


‘table, his eloquent bead spread in supplication, while his waving curls were 
thrown back by the movement, from his beautifully intellectual forehead. 
Such a man ee venera- 
tion and love! 

When the undertaker came I am told that my father’s 
servants were giving bim an account of his peaceful and glorious exit: “* Whea 
the angels came down from Heaven to receive him,” said one, “ the sun shone 
out and the birds began to sing.”” “ Yes,’ said another, “I have been in his 
service this many, many years, and seen how he lived—the bible and prayer 


were his daily exercise, and never was there a kinder master than I have had— 


«it was right he should die the death of the righteous, and I only hope my last 
~ end may be like his.” , 


My mother sends you a sister’s love, with the enclosed profile likeness of my 
father, which, in our opinions is infinitely better than any which has been taken. 


lation of genius and feeling to make them complete: he himself thought it so 
good, that he left each of his children one from the same plate. When his works 
are completed, you of course, my dear aunt, shall have the fisst copy. | 
We leave here in a day or two for Baltimore, to wind up our affairs there as 
soon as possible, and then proceed with our uncle, Judge C——, who writes 
us word he will meet us in Baltimore, to our future home in Richmond. 
If it will interest you, my dear aunt, I will continue to write you an account 


of our family and preceédings. 


This is indeed a long letter, but the interest of the subject will justify it with 
you, | am sure. 


Dear Mother, Rosa, and Ellen, unite in warm affection for you, togethe 
with, 
Respectfully and affectionately, 
Your young Niece, 
CATHARINE Cc. WIRT. 
Mas. Exiza Carton, Augusla, Georgia. 
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EPISCOPAL. 
© The following,’ says a Baptist periodical, ‘are extracts from a production 
by Bishop Hobart, of the diocese of New York, the apostle of * Lizh-Church 
principles” in the United States. We rejoice that we have among us Episco- 
 palians of quite another stamp, who believed that salvation is effected by ‘ the 
_ blood of sprinkling’ and not by ‘ the sprinkling of water.’ 
“ In this church, the which derives life, strength and salvation from Christ its 
head, haptiam was instituted as the sacred rite of admission. In this regenerating or- 


dinance, fal'en man is born again from a state of condemnation toa state of grace He | 
obtains a title to the presence of the Holy Spirit, to the forgiveness of sins, to all those 
precious and immortal blessings whieh the blood of Christ purchased. 

* Whereve: the Gospel is promulgated, the only mode by which we can be admitted 
into covenant with God; the only mode through which we can obtain a title to those 
blessings and privileges which Christ has purchased for his mystical body, the cliureh, 
isthe sacrament ofbaptiem, Repeutanrce, faith and obedience, will not of themselves be 
to our salvation. We repent of our sins—lheartily believe the 

sospel; we may walk in the paus of holy obedience ; but until we enter into covenant 
with God by baptism, and ratify our vows of alligeance and duty at the holy sacrament 
of the supper—commemorate the mysterious sacrifice of Christ, we cannot assert any 


claim to salvation.” 

The excellent Bishop makes baptism the rite of admission to the Christian 
church, regeneration, a title to remission and the Holy Spirit, and to all the 
precious things of Christ. He says it is the on/y mode of covenanting with God, 
the only mode of obtaining Christian blessings and privileges, without which we 
cannot assert any claim to salvation. Now in all this where is it that the Bieh- 
op isatfault? Is not baptisra the rite of admission? Or-are men in the Chris- 
tian church antecedently to their baptism? Does not the Son of the Eternal 
protest that, unless we are * born of water and spirit,’ we cannot enter into his 
kingdom? And is this regeneration which the Bishop speaks of a higher and 
anore sacred mystery in the Christian Institute than ‘ being bom again? Or, | 3 

~—are they not the they are the very same thing. Does the q 
squinting Baptist editor who publishes the above and gives so invidious a prefer- 
ence to the Bishop's Episcopalian brethren who are of another stamp from the ‘ 
Bishop himself, know any other mode appointed for poor sinful, fallen man to 
covenant with his God, and obtain a right to the privileges of Christianity We 
know none; and believe that, when preceded by faith and repentance, baptism 
is all that the Bishop says it is; and with the Bishop we also believe, that with- 
out it faith and repentance do not warranta man in the presence of Ged “ to 
assert any claim to salvation.” Moreover, we believe that baptism without 
faith and repentance is just as unavailing and useless as faith and repentance 
are without it. These three things God has joined together aod ae man may 


put asunder or disorder them. | Ep. 
| ON SLAVERY. 
Baorner Scorr, 


: > | perceive from your reply to my letter, in the October No. 
of the Evangelist, that the die is cast—that you are the apologist for slavery, and 
9 | 
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are willing that it shall go hand-in-hand with the principles of the Ancient Gos- 
pel, and be interwoven with a church ostensibly primitive in its faith end 

- Had I not reason to believe from your reply, that my remarks ruffled your 
feelings, I would not have obtruded upon you another word upon that subject, 
as I am satisfied that the Rubicon is passed, all I ask is permission to justify 
what I have said. You ask me several questions about the legislative autho- 
_ rity of the Silver Creek Association & of the church at this place. We do not 
differ about associations and their powers. What was done by the Silver Creek 
Association happened prior to their indocirination into the views of the reformers 
‘but whether they have betome more favourable to slavery since that time ornot 
Iam not able to say; all I had in view when I referred to their action upon 
that subject, was to show the state of public sentiment in this quarter. The 
act of the church, which I called a resolution, was simply an expression of their 
feelings, a determination with regard to their own conduct, in a matter of order 
—call it what you please. In my humble opinion it is no legislation: no ex- 
ercise of law-making power; and I much say, brother Scott, that if your posi- 


tion is carried out it will not leave us any discretion in matters of discipline. It 


will exclude even thought upon what constitutes a good reason for withdrawing 
ourselves from the fellowship of others, it will muzzle our mouths and render 
contraband the expression of feelings and opinions. Let us supgose a case by 
way of illustration. Suppose the churches in Ohio were to agree that drunken- 
ness was no sin, and_retain in their communion all drunkards, are we bound to 
be silent and fellowship these churches? but as the scripture expressly prohibits 
drunkenness, you will say there is no need of discretion in deciding it scandal ; 
- But we will go further. Suppose they were to agree to tolerate gambling, horse- 
racing, and dancing, and that they should not be subjects of discipline? Are 
-we bound to admit it and fellowship them? Have we not a right tojudge what 
acts are disorderlv and scandalous? Is reason and common sense to be block- | 
aded, and discretion annihilated? Why, sir, do you and the brethren around 
you refuse to break the loaf with your neighbours—the Methodists and Presby- 
‘terians, Quakers and others? Is it because you have metamorphized your 
churches into legislative bodies, and have solemnly enacted a law, prohibitory of 
the intercourse? Or is it because in the exertise of your discretion you have 
judged them disobedient to a divine institution? To make laws for the church 
. of Christ is treason, it is usurpation; but for the church to resolve w obey 
his laws and his only, and to refuse fellowship with those who disobey them 
is another thing. How can you show any legislation in this conduct, brother 
Scott? The Lord has commanded usto ‘ have no fellowskip with the unfruit- 
ful works of darkness,’ what they are we must judge; and that slavery is one 
I am able to show if you would give me an opportunity. I caa make out the 
case irrefragably and unequivocally with the gospel in my hand. I can prove 
that the slavery practised in the United States has no paralel in the annals of || 
sacred history since the flood, for cruelty and crime, not even the Jewish dispen- 


sation or Egyptian bondage can furnish its equal for moral turpitude, Will you 
afford me a chance brother Scott? You have assailed every thing else under the 
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genera of sin, the productions of various pens. The minds of the brethren are — 
more fitcessible through your paper than any other channel. Wil? you lay an 
embargo on a topic of fairand legitimate discussion? hope not. I have said 
that I feared that the silence of the leaders of the reformation on the slave ques 
tion was owing to their want of moral honesty—it is with me still dubious. In 
your reply you “ deplore the continuance of slavery, and tremble for its issue ;”” 
And why, brother Scott? why “ deprecate its commencement and tremble for 
its issue? because it is right and harmless and allowable under the government 
-of Jesus? Why are you opposéd to it? It is, sir, because you know itis a 
heinous sin, a supposed crime, and, therefore, you “ tremble for its issue” 
because it will I fear issue in the thunders of Jehovah’s indignation. Mr, Jef- 
ferson said while writing about it, and in view of its criminality, “ That he 
‘trembled for his country when he remembered, that God was just.” Well may 
we tremble for the church “ when we remember that he is just.” Why are you 
’ gilentif such are your feelings and sentiments? If it is so flagrant a sin as you 
admit it to be, why not attack it? You excuse yourself by saying, “‘ what ought 
to be said, you cannot say,” “ and that to speak would be folly.” That is 
~ you know that something ought to be said but you cannot speak. Here is a 
sgeproblem fur solution. ‘To what is your silence to be ascribed ? 
«I have said, that “ slave-holders are oppressors and robbers,” this I must be 
permited to explain. I see no reason, brother Scott, why we should disguise 
the truth by ambiguous sayings and melliffluous words. I have been reared in 
a slave State, and in a slave-holding family, and my own reason aided by the 
bible fourteen years aga, brought me to this conclusion, I have conversed with 
hundreds of irreligious slave-+holders, and I never knew the veriest infidel of the 
number to deny it. All writers on natural law, Locke, Paine, Jefferson, &c., 
say, that man has four inherent, natural, indefeasible and inalienable rights, 
life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness, and the enjoyment of the fruits of his own 
~~ Jabor.”? ‘To take from man his liberty and subject him to misery and suffering, 
is oppression, and those who de it are oppressors. Robbery is the taking from 
another, by force, that which is justly and rightly his own. The fruits of every © 
man’s labor are his own, therefore, to take from him the fruits of his labor 
by force is robbery. Can you deny this deduction or get round this syllogism, 
brother Scott? You cannot, nor can any other man under hong canopy of Heaven, 
and this is just the slavery of the United States. pe 
In conclusion, I must request you to permit this ‘Mgig@ to the brethren, that 
they may be satisfied that I say nething but what is true, though harsh, that I 
am sustained by reason and natural law, ea the bible. That I am 
neither a fanatic nor a mad man, but commpo®) _ That I do not wish to 
hurt their feelings for my gratificatigt bar $00 thai ii bec ood; that it is with mea 
matter of conscience Cry algal ot the 
* prove all things, and hold fast thatw! .know and am satisfied, 
| that many slave-holders are sincerel¥ f Gpininn, ats Buery as it now exists is 
-not wrong, but many thousands of ancietity have done wrong, 
aay see the thing in its true character, and be guided by that lovely precept 
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* Do untoall men as you would have them do unto you.’ I have no wish to go 
wrong in this matter or to act unguardedly ;—long, patient, and pray ‘ulsrefiec- 
tion here, and in the south, in the midst of slavery, has settled my mind, and as 
God is my gudge, who knoweth the secrets of all hearts, I can before him 
honestly say, that I am from my soul ashamed, that slavery should exist in the 
be ete much more in the ** church of the living God.” | 
Adieu beosber Scout, 


(Te be answered next. | 


NAT. FIELD. 


ITEMS. 
Virtue. There is no virtue more amiable in the Sher sex, than that mild, 
quiescent spirit of devotion, which, without entangling itself in the dogmas of 
religion, is melted by its charities, and exhilerated by its hopes. | i 
Mrs. Chapon was asked the reason why shealways went so early to church: 
“ Because,” said she, ‘ itis part of my religion never to disturb the religion 


SHORTNESS OF LIFE. 


Suns that set, and mouns that wane, te . 
Rise and are restor’d again: * “ee 
Stars that orient day subdues, 
Night at her return renews, 
Herbs and flow'rs, the beauteous birth 
Of the genial womb of earth, 
Fuffer but a transient death 
From the winter's cruel breath 
Zephers speak, serener skies 
Warm the giobe and they arise: 
We, alas! earth's haughty Kings, 
We that promise mighty things, 
Loosing soon life's happy prinie, 
_ Droop and fade in little time. 
. Spring returns, but not our bloom 
Stitt “tie winter in the tomb. 


THE RESURRECTION. 
Aa offset tothe shortness of life. 


true,—the hard, of men and things 
With equal truth and sweetness sings, 
But shalt it he forever so? 
Our faith, and hope respond, 0 no' 
Tho’ suns, and moons, and stara, that wane, 
Renew in heav’n their light again; 
Tho’ day and night, and fields and flowers 
and renew their faded powers, 
gay, by winter slain, 
In genial S rmg blow bland again ; 
Tho’ &pr ont Summer bloem 
And stilt winter in the tomb 
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Our faith our ‘Tetpond,O no! 
7 As fest mmer fair ; 
W ith gereetet breath than? ph@rous air ; 
than flowers supply, 
Andailld evening's tearful eye, 
| And Wreak the winter of the tomb! 
A Spartan pad y be lected one of fifty men that were wanted, aad | 
5. was left on the back-groumay"went home rejoicing, and exclaimed exultingly 
ld tains fi 
a to his wife, “ Sparta containgfifty men more virtuous than myself. 
| 
| 
6 | 


The Evangelist. 2) 


Phe brethren at Dayton who have been prosecuted for their meeting-house 
by . who adhere to the principles of the Baptists, have obtained at Colum- 
bus the following decision of the court, verbatim : 

“ Held, that where a religious society purchase land, and the title vests in them in 


fee asa corporation, the majority of the society have a right to control its use and o¢- 
cupation of which they cannot be deprived by any supposed error in doctrine.” 


J.T. Johnson writes, that the brethren at Mt. Vernon, Ky., in a case of arbi- 


tration by umpires chosen by the 


have obtained a right to one-half of the 
meeting house. | | | 


% 


— 


"True love is a rare virtde, and never shone so eminently as in our illustrious 
Redeemer ; but it is recominended by St. John, that, as he laid down his life 


for us, 80 ought we to lay down our lives for one another. — 


There is no pirticular virtue iu a woman which so readily wins upon all 
men as that implied in the expression, “ always pleasing,” nor can any other 
quality whatever, possibly supply the absence of this inestimable grace. 


_ Some men possess much real property but no ready money. In the market, 


refore, where ready money is wanted their custom is not courted; so is it 


“With the woman who is “ not always pleasing,’ she lacks the grace which is 


universally admired, and therefore, in the every-day intercourse of social life 
her company is not wanted and will not be courted. 


On the other hand, some men have no real property, and can boast of nothing — 


but a little ready money; but this is the desire of ail the merchants; s0 is it 
with some women; they can boast little more than that they are “ always 
pleasing.” But this in fact is evesy thing, It is what all men admire ina 
woman. 


Love is either of a temporal or an eternal nature; to be eterne) We musi Lave 


confidence jj Gud; to be even temporal we must have confidence in one ano- 


ther. 


‘Draty N. late writes: “ The 


» cause of our Redeemer has progressed in this county beyond my most sanguine 


hopes; within a few weeks above 20 have obeyed the gospel ; among them is a 
Methodist preacher, of respectable character. He biessed our Redeemer with 
his heart full of joy.” i, 


A most excellegt lady, of Portland, N. York, writeagitt -am situated in a 


if its energies. How 
greatly is it to be deplored that the professed teachers of Our religion direct the 


attention of believers to inferior thi as feeling, past experience &c., instead 
of the laws of ourblessed Saviour. How much to be deplored, I say, First, be- 
cause these things fail to renovate the heart. Secondly, they substitute doubts 
and in some instanceseven dispair, for Ch-istian courage and confidence in God. 


Lastly, they scatter the seeds of scepticism in the bosom of the communityin 


which there will always be virtue enough to cause men rather to remain in the | 


place society has alloted them than to seek for privileges in the church which 
they cannot enter without an experience which they despise.” | 


— 
> 
> 
| 
» 
ace in whiet 30 Nol olten see relorme or hear from Wem; yet am fin th 


tures, =They say 


- @@fiversion of one of them, as he spake it to me. _ He said, when he heard of the con- 
version of his brother to the cause of Mormonism, “he went to seé him with the deter-- : 


2 The Evangelist. 


* 


res p onven ce: 4% 


May grace, mercy and peace, (rom God our Father and the Lor 


h the lower parts of Kentucky and 


Since I last have travelled ght 
reached this place. On my way hither I 8 
times; none made the good confession. There are a few names in this section of Ken- 
tacky who havedetermined to be guided by the bible in Matters of religion, From Eli- 


zabeth town I proceeded, and stopped at Russelville, and Hopskinsville: we spoke three 


days.at Hopkinsville, when four made the good confession, and were immersed for re- 
mission ; we hope they will go on to seek those things that are dbove. The disciples 
have met with a corsiderable loss in the lower part of the state by the removal of seve- 
ral valuable proclaiming brethren ; but if they will go on and use all diligence to add to 
their faith knowledge, §c., they will soon bave other brethren to - forward in the 
yood cause, as proclaimers. 

Brother Scott, It was announced, when the reformation started, that every body 
would be preaching, but I find from actual observation, the more mystical the syitem, 
the more preachers. How. comes this about? Is it because the young brethren fee! and 
eee their deficiency? What can be the cause? Iam disposed to think that this back- 
wardness arises from the difference in bible knowledge, and not from a want of love to 
the cause. I do hope our young brethren will prosper, and that congregations will 


- assist them and bring them forward The harvest is truly great and the labourers are 


few. Wherever the bible is€stablished in its ancient character the people are anxious 
to hear, and many are the calls for preaching notwithstanding the influence of the sects 
to prevent them. On the 19th of Nov. tasta congregation was organized in this town, 
in the Court House, since which time they have gone on to continue in the apostolic in- 
@ructons; and notwithstanding the tide of opposition which has rolled on them, they 
have gone Ony and have added to their mumbers until they are about sixty, some of 
whom have made rapid progress in the knowledge of the scriptures, 
There is a prospect of several of the young brethren coming forth as proclaimers in 
the good cause, The Lord grant them much saccess. The opposition probably will be 
paralyzed for a short time by the visit of the Mormon preachers, or as tuey call them 
selves, .* Latter-Day Saints.” They have inmmersed some, and, I believe the principal 
part of them belongé@ to some of thesects. The sects can now make friends with us 
in order that they may have our influence to put a stop to the progress of the new 
principles: but we lethem their own batties. Our brethren have had several con. 
versations with them aif they find their system is not known ig.the Christian serip- 
‘¢ah cute the sick; giv: the Holy Spirit, and speak in different 
in déciared he could speak in twenty-five tongues, and that he 
never learned but o have had several conversations with one of them who appears 
to be the principal, and I think one acquainted with the scriptures can confate 
them; yet they have converts, and no wonder When we consider how mach has been 
preached on the subject of the operations of the spirit, which is inexplicable. This mys- 
tical operation is well calculated to make converts to Mormonism. I will relate the 


tongues, Oneof t 


mination not to believe in the system, yet prayed, if it was true, that God would enable 
wim to beliove in it, and if it was false that he might be preserved in tranquility of mind;” 
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during the intercourse, he stated, that ‘God did give him satisfaction ; that the Holy 
Spirit was given to him in abundance. He had been a Methodist for thirteen years 
and while he was one, at times was, more or less, disturbed for fear he might be de- 
ceived; but now he knows he is not, and it is because he feels so.” These are his rea- 
sons in relation to the matter. Thave given these facts to you as they were stated tome 
by him, as well as iny memory will serve me. May the Lord preserve us from all delu- 

sions, and we bold on our céurse until we shall be gathered home on ali to the rest 

which Jesus for them that 

 ~Yours in the Lord, . 
3. B. MCCALL. 


Marsuicx, Ky. Dec. 1934. 


Dean srotuer corr, 
About two months since Brother O'Kane, of Connersville, Ind. 
visited this county and remained some three or four weeks; be preached at most of the 
public placesin the county. During this tour about 50 persons Were induced to obey. the 
Gospel of Christ, of whom 8 made profession at this place. Fifteen more persons sub-— 
mitted to the Gospel at Red Oak and George Town in Brown county, during a visit 
from Brother Ricketts. : 

Bat brother O'Kane was compelled to return to his family, much fatigued from his 
constant speaking day and night. Brother Johan Rodgers, frém Carlisle, Ky. visited us 
twice, and he with brother Ricketts induced !6 or 17 others to obey the Gospel. 

Brother O'Kane is now in this county with his family, and will, we expect, remain 
some months in our section. He has just visited Mayslick, where he had an appoint- + 
ment for a three-day meetipg; success crowned his efforts; and the people seemed so 
anxious we continued the meeting for 5 days; (he resuit was. 22 persons confessed the 
Lord Jesus and were inimersed into his holy Name for salvation. “This makes 47 that 
have lately been immersed at this place. Some of this number were from the Metho- 
dists and Presbyterians. Among these also are three daugiiters of brother James Mor- 
ris; and, to my great joy, my deer and affectionate daughter, now in her 14th year, has 
confessed the Lord Jesus, and put Him on, by teing immersed into his holy name. Our 
hearts are filled with joy and gratitude tc God our Heavenly Father and Jesus our Sa- 
viour. In many instances parents and children, brothers and sisters, neighbours and 
friends are made happy sitting down together in the kingdom of Mesmah here below, 
filled with joy and peace, singing praises to God and the Lamb: praised be his holy 
name! O may his honors and praises still increase here and be increasing throughout 
all the land! O may all the peoplepraise his holy name! about 100 persons have obey- 
ed in this county within the last two months; and the good work ig still progressing. 

O may the good Lord grant that the number of the faithful! may be greatly increased 

throughout all the land. 

Dear brother Scott, remember us in your prayers at the thron ine Grace ; espe 

cially remember the Lambs in Christ, many of whom, lately added in this section, are 

| young and in tender years; cspecialiy remember me and mine. And now, may grace, 
mercy and peace be multiplied abundantly to you and yours, and all the dear disciples of 


» Christ, and may God grant you abundant success in all ‘your efforts to give success t 


= “ASA R. RUNYON. 
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Evangelist. 


1835. 
Our Evangelist writes 
Dear brother Scott, —Since the Ist of July, 1834, in Hamilton county aiid ite vieiskty, 
the cause of the Lord has advanced greatly. In Harrison, at a meeting attended by 
‘brothers Mitchell, Baldridge, and myself, 19 made the good confession, and were immer- 
-sed. In a fewedays after brother Mitchel, and I immersed 9, at Rising Sun—8 at the first 
meeting and 1 at the next, At White Oak, on the first Lord’s day, in August, brother R. 
$F Deolin, myself,and others attended, and 15 made the good confession,and were immer- 
_eed_in the Great Miami; and the week following, brother D. 8 Burnet and myself, 
attended at Harrison, where 5 made the good confession, and as we returned to Car- 
‘thage. I stopped at White Oak, preached, and IZ came forward, and confessed the Lord, 
and were immersed, 
Thegospel has progressed ‘considerably at Cumminsviltte, within the last three months; 
_ Zhave spoken there weekly, and have immersed 17, having made a profession of their 
faith in the Son of God our Saviour. E 
At Dayton, on the first Lord’s-day in October, I attended, with brother Mitchell, spoke 
to a very good audience, staid a week, and 9 made the good confession, during my stay. 
Sinee this, I have attended at White Oak again where 16 came out, of whom & had been 
immersed, and 8 were forthwith introduced into the kingdom; and the prospects are 
still very good. 
That the Lord may ‘continue his goodness to those who have acknowledged his. 
government and that they may continue to reverence and obey him, are my highest de: 


sires on earth. 
| LOVE H. JAMESON. 
The congregation here is in a prosperous condition ; during the last year we have lost 


none, but have restored some who had been formerly pat away; have regenerated 
ten by immersion, six men and four women, two of them my brothers; one in his six. 
teenth, the other in his eighteenth year. Our meetings hate been for the most part 
attended both by the disciples and 

Patrview, Virginia. 8. GRAFTON. 


@ORRECTIONS. . 
The following corrections of the procpectus for re-publishing the Christian Baptist, 
eame too late for insertion in the December number. , 
Jet. In item 4 of the terms, those who sutecribe for fifty copies, shall be allowed 


24. The promectua should be retrnend by February Ist, instead of January It 
i DEBATE AND CHRISTIAN BAPTIST. 4 
F, The new and revised edition of the Christian Baptist will be out in April, when the 
im first orders will be fii Those to whom it will be most convenient can get it by mail. & | 
_ . Such enclose me four dollars in a letter (the postage of which I will pay, and 
ay amount to but half that paid for the original work ; there being but balfas many sheets. 7 
# Soeays the Post Office law. 
fill orders for the “Departs between Messrs. £Owxn, on the evidences 
Christianity,” at two dollars per copy, well bound, The Debaics can be sent of 
in boxes with the Christian Baptist. The discount on the 
orders. 
D. 8. BURNETT. 
Cincimmats, Dec., 960, 1834, 
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